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Hopson had been succeeded in command by the younger and
more energetic Barrington, that a vigorous and successful
offensive completed the conquest, a few days before the arrival
of French reinforcements, who sailed off in haste on finding
that they had come just too late. The capture of Mariegalante
effectively rounded off a highly successful little campaign.
From these minor operations we must turn to the German
theatre of war.   Here Ferdinand at the commencement of
1759 found himself with 45,000 men, cantoned from the area
around Munster to the Diemel, opposed by two hostile armies,
the one under Contades on the lower Rhine, the other under
Broglie on the lower Main.   As the combined strength of these
forces was something like twice his own, Ferdinand struck at
Broglie, who was nearest to him, before his colleague could
unite with him, only to be repulsed and compelled to fall back
northwards.    Contades, advancing eastwards, came into touch
with" Broglie, and the combined forces, constantly menacing the
Allied right, overrun Hesse and the territories of Waldeck and
Paderborn, and forced their adversaries back to the lower
Weser.    Contades, who was in chief command of the French,
took up a position around Minden to cover the investment of
Munster, Hameln and Lippstadt.   On August i, Ferdinand,
advancing to meet him, induced him to expose himself to battle
by the device of leaving a corps apparently exposed and
unsupported within striking distance of his front.   The ensuing
fight was decided by the remarkable feat of a British infantry
brigade, which, owing to a misconception of orders, advanced
against and completely wrecked the French centre, mainly
composed of cavalry ; the fruits of victory were lost owing to
the behaviour of Sackville, who held back the British cavalry
from pursuit.   Contades, abandoning in haste all the territory
he had previously gained and raising the various sieges he had
undertaken, fell back hurriedly by way of Cassel to a position
behind the Lahn ; Ferdinand followed him up, but, owing to
the necessity of detaching strong forces to assist Frederick, for
whom 1759 had been a year of disaster, was unable to push on
beyond the positions he had occupied at the opening of the
campaign.
Great and extensive preparations were made by Pitt for the
year 1760." 1759 had been a year of triumph throughout the
whole theatre of hostilities ; in America, Quebec and Duquesne ;
m the West Indies, Guadeloupe ; in Germany, Minden ; at sea,
Qxuberon Bay, had shed a blaze of glory on British arms. The
ultimate fate of Canada seemed to the popular mind to be
decided ; fears of invasion had vanished ; Ferdinand had held
busy and repulsed the greater part of the armies of France in